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Cymru – Cuba works with all sectors of Welsh Society in building links with the Cuban people, celebrating their achievements and defending their rights to create their own society. In particular we campaign against the US blockade of Cuba.

WINTER 2009 EDITION.

It is some time since we published our Newsletter, but in this edition we outline recent events involving local members; proposals for future events; and brief reports from members who have visited Cuba over the past 12 months or so. We need more active members, so why not come to one of our meetings and find out more!
______________________________________________________________________________

PLANNED EVENTS
Over the past few years, Cymru-Cuba Committee for South Wales has met every first Wednesday evening of each month. It is now planned to hold bi-monthly meetings at which external speakers will be invited to give presentations relating to their involvement in Cuba in order to generate discussion. 

On the 7th of October 2009, Steve Garrett gave an outline of his visit to Cuba, where he looked at various aspects of urban agriculture (peri-agriculture), which has been a unique Cuban response to the ‘post peak-oil’ situation that has existed in the island for over a decade. Steve runs Cultural Concerns, a small freelance company with a focus on linking creative activities with community regeneration; he is also Chair/Director of RCMA Social Enterprise Ltd., which includes overseeing the management and development of Cardiff’s three farmers’ markets. His presentation focused on the ways in which we might be able to learn from Cuba’s experience; he is currently planning a number of initiatives in South East Wales that are benefitting from his visit to, and his contacts in, Cuba.

The next planned event is to be held at 7.00 p.m. on Wednesday 13th of January 2010 at UNISON House, Custom House Street, Cardiff CF10 1AP. This will feature a Unison film “Cuba Diaries”, showing a visit by six young Unison members to Cuba. This will be followed by a general discussion, led by Steve Belcher, International Officer for Unison Wales Cymru, about trade unionism in Cuba and the current links that exist with Trade Unions in Wales. 
We hope to follow up the January event with a series of bi-monthly events and if you would like to suggest subjects and / or potential speakers, please contact us as at cymrucuba@hotmail.com soon as possible.
VISIT OF CUBAN AMBASSADOR TO CARDIFF

On the 14th October, Cymru-Cuba was represented at a reception organised by UNISON Wales Cymru at the Welsh Assembly Government offices in Cardiff Bay. First Minister Rhodri Morgan met with three Latin American Ambassadors to celebrate 50 years of social progress in Cuba, 10 years of social and democratic reforms in Venezuela, and the first election of an indigenous Indian as President in Bolivia. The event was a great success and is likely to lead to closer working relationships between the Welsh Assembly and its partners with representatives in all three Latin American countries.

On the following day, representatives of Cymru-Cuba organised two social events for the Cuban Ambassador to the U.K., René J. Mujica Cantelar; and the First Secretary at Cuban Embassy, Mrs. Silvia Blanca-Nogales. A visit was made to the Welsh College of Music and Drama at the University of Glamorgan in Cardiff. There has been a an exchange arrangement between the College and Higher Education institutions in Havana for the past four years, which has involved student musicians visiting Cuba and Professors from the Insituto Superior de Arte tutoring in Cardiff. It was agreed that every effort should be made to secure a continuing relationship between the College and Cuba; and Cymru-Cuba promised to take forward ideas to secure this relationship during the early part of 2010. In the afternoon, the party visited the Welsh Folk Museum at St. Fagans, which our Cuban visitors enjoyed. It included a meeting with a photographer from the Vale of Glamorgan, who imports craft and art works from Cuba under government licence.

It is understood that the Ambassador and his wife will be returning to Cuba in 2010, but it is hoped that they will visit Cardiff once more, before their return.

CYMRU IN CUBA 
Over the last 12 months or so, a number of Cymru-Cuba members have visited to Cuba.
In September 2008, as part of a larger party, our Secretary Matt Brierley and former Chair Roger Bevan, visited a post hurricane Cuba, focusing mainly on Guantanamo Province at the eastern end of the country. One of the main impressions that Matt gained from his visit was the ingenuity & creativity of the Cuban people in response to the continuing challenge of the US economic blockade. He made contact with a number of Trades Union representatives in the Province and viewed first-hand the devastation in Baracoa. But he also saw the incredible response of the authorities and the people to the clearance of debris and the reconstruction of buildings and infrastructure
In January 2009, Linda Rigby took £1,100 raised by Cymru-Cuba, to Baracoa for hurricane relief.  After making initial contact was with the leaders of the Health and Sugar cane workers’ Unions in Guantanamo, she moved on to Baracoa where after a series of meetings, she was able to deposit the money into a registered bank account.
She viewed two films, the first of the damage caused by a massive wave from a tropical storm in March 2008, which flooded much of the city centre; and the second of the hurricane itself in October 2008.  Whilst additional work still needed to be undertaken, Linda was also impressed by the actions that had been taken. 
Roger Bevan, our past chair and active member of Unison, attended the 2009 May Day Parade in Guantanamo. A huge effort was mounted to make the event a special one in the year of the 50th Anniversary of the Revolution. Health and education workers led the march, which was in tribute to one of the real success stories of the revolution, which has brought free and universal health and education to all, services that are held in high regard and envied throughout the most of the world. Roger has just returned from Cuba, building upon past contacts and seeking out new opportunities to secure working relationships between Wales and Cuba.
NEWS IN BRIEF

Miami Five                                                                                     

The Sentencing hearings for Fernando González  and Ramón Labañino, two of the Five will take place on 8 December 2009 and hopefully a positive decision will have been made by the time you receive this Newsletter.

The Blockade

In October, the U.N. General Assembly overwhelmingly condemned the 47-year U.S. trade embargo on Cuba, 
an annual ritual that serves to highlight global opposition to America's hard-line policy toward the communist island, 
but which has done little to change Washington's stance, even with a new administration.   
Cymru-Cuba aid to Cuba
Since November 1995 UNISON and Cymru Cuba have been involved in projects Guantanamo Province, and 
none more important than the children's hospital Pedro Agustino Perez. We have sent thousands of pounds worth 
of aid in containers to the hospital, from nurses uniforms, operating tables, ambulances to life saving medicines. 
We are now looking for more projects to promote & fund in Gutanamo and elsewhere.
Cymru – Cuba: Get active!!!
The best way to keep up to date with what we are doing in Wales to support the people of Cuba against the interference of the USA is to subscribe to our Newsletter. Apart from reporting on recent activities and on developments in Cuba itself, the Newsletter is the best way of keeping informed of our future activities – and hopefully keeping some dates free so that you can join us. 

Unless you have already done so, or already subscribe by Standing Order, now is the time to subscribe for 2010. The appropriate form is attached. If you are willing to subscribe by Standing Order, that would be great. We currently have an income of over £500 per year from this source, but we would like to double that by the end of 2010, to help put our finances on a firmer footing. 
We also encourage you to visit our web site www.cymrucuba.co.uk . There is also a Facebook Group for Cymru Cuba – why not visit it?
